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CIA 1952 Files Save 


By Thomas O’Toole 

V'ufeic<ieu 7^.1 ft %C 'W.'nitr 

4n a clastic cate of the right hand 
. not knowing whit the left hand wos 
trp ». the U,S. government went into 
COUrt l Wt ycatto try to" expel a Paler* 
. son. N J:,. man fer concealing his 
member?hfip in Nail organUationR un- 
der Hitler. 

Tseherim Sootaokov. who entered 
. the country in' the mid-1950s, hadn’t 
concealed It, however — the Central in- 
telligence Agency knew. 

With a certain bureaucratic eir.bsr- 
assmerit, the Justice Department ye*- 
terdar asked the US: District Court 
in Newark, Nil, to drop Its suit. 

Did. Soobiokov, how 62, work for 
the CKa or its predecessor the OSS 
while he was a Nasi? The Justice De- 
partment .yiys It wont say. 

“My^. answer to such a question. ” 
skid Allan A* Ryan -Jr* head of the Of- 
fice of. Special Investigations at Jus- 
tice, “iaTsimply that I am. not at -lib- 


erty to reveal any aiich connection, If 
it exists. In this case or in any other 
case.” ‘ • 

Instead. Ryan, InTjrtalement yes- 
terday. said only. “Evidence has since 
come t o li ght that leads, me to con- 
clude tastm fifH^fSWbSDkovlsiittdU^ 
close hU affiliations with tnese or- 
(Uaiiations in the coarse of applying 
to enter the U.S." 

"The fresh evidence dtcjlby Ryan is 
a -copy of “Form V-30," tbe Personal 
Data Form that foreigners applying 
for visas must fill cat. The' form Is 
dated In 1932, was delivered- that year 
by U»e defendant to t&fc VJ&. Embassy 
in Ammao^ Jordan, where be was liv- . 
Log at the time, and lists affiliations 
with the Wsffen S&, the Norgh Cau 
caaian Legion and the TseMamotai (a 
cUy in the. Caucasus) town police. . 9 

Soobrowrt, a Rasslsn'barn in the 
Caucasus, was a lieutenant in the Red 
Amy in 1941 and 1942. He switched 
tides in 1M3, becoming a baltalioo, 
commander in tta W«fcn&*cfcfi North'" 
Caucasian Legion and in IMS a cap- 


Ex-Nazi in Deportation Case 


- .tain in the v Waffen S £>. Moslem Divi- 

f aiomThe Waff en was declared a ertm- ' 
|nsl organization by the Nuremberg 
war’ trials of 19M. * 

Four months ago. responding to So 
v obzokor'i lawyers. , <Ry$ra , « office 
tufned over eopiea of the 1952 form to 
: the State Departnamt and Central In- 
-teWgencc Agency and asked them to 
verify* it The SJute Department re- 
plied tljat It could not verity it but the. 
S CLA said it could. -a 

rTbe CIA advised n It had in Its 

• pwsegaion a-copy of the Form V-30 It- 
self aaftbe defendant produced it u> 

‘ 01 ," Ryan, said, “and a copy of an op* 

• erations memorandum, dated Aug. 3, 
'‘''1953, from the American embassy In 

Amman to tbe Department of State.” 

•i Ryan said the memo “sets forth cs 
sentUlly the diiclost^oi” that Soobzo* 
kbV say* be made on, Form V-30 and 
"aJlvj for an advisory opinion” on 

- what to do about bis visa application. 

The CIA also produced a cover let- 
ter dated Aug. 18. 1963, from the State 
Department “forwarding certain mate- 


rials and soliciting the CIA's views on 
the mstters disclosed therein “ Ryan 
did not identify what, the "certain ma- 
terials” about Soobiokov wore.,. 

“Apparently, the .ClA bad no dero- 
gatory information regarding the de- 
fend act." Ryan went on, “for be was 
ultimately granted a visa." 

The Justice Department’s, move* to 
allow Soobiokov to keep his American 
citizenship brought & bowl of protest 
from Rep. Elizabeth Holtsmsn (D- 
N.Y.), chairman of the House Judici- 
ary CommUleek immigration subcora-. 
rnittee snd a key congressional sup . 
porter of Justice Department at- 1 
uropu to hunt former Nazi war crimi- 
nals living In the United States. 

"I ain angered by the implication 
of this, if the documents giving rise' to 
tbs dismissal are In fact ; valid," Holli- 
man said: “As a mlnlxmujo, that would 
mean that despite SoobnkoVs admi* 
sion that he was a ’member of the 
Wsffen SS, the State Department, af- 


ter consultation with the CLAi chose 
to admU him to the United States. 

. . f"Tbis once again; rites the spectre 
of possible connIv-ance f and collusion 
On the. pari of our.governmeni" Hol’r- 
roan wait on,^in admitting, ind pro- 
viding sanctuary to, suspected 
Nazis...” ; * 

While it did not re$p$pd to Holtz- 
mau. the Justice Department said it 
bad no" choice but to allow Soobiokov 
to remain because U 5, ltw;siaua that' 
^concealment" of Nazi affiiltations. 
not tbe affiliations themselves;’ is 
cause' for revoldngcftizenship * t . 

“Some may- find it Ironic- that wc 
must terminate this litigation because 
the defendant admitted bis affiliation 
*■ with organitsUons loydl to the Third 
Reich,*' -Ryan- said. “But- that. In my 
opinion, Is tbe law, ironic or not, os it 
. applies to thll case. Noticing m our ac- 
tion today, or In this statement, ap- 
plies to any other esse, present or fu- < 
lure." 
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